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Eugene Fong

District Governor Message

There has been a lot of hubbub lately about whether Rotary is a service-orientated club or a membership-
orientated club. It's easy to see how easily we can get lost in the rhetoric, caught up in our projects, and
lose sight of the long-term goal of all of our endeavors. While we’ve previously gone over many points
regarding the purposes and spirit of Rotary, perhaps we’ve failed to accurately define the common end
point of our efforts. Our motto is “Service above Self’, but our ultimate goal isn’t service. In fact, if service
were our ultimate goal it may even be a bit of a selfish goal. Our service work should be a byproduct of
our humanitarian focus. This focus should not drive us to create a world in which we do increasingly more
service, but rather should compel us to focus our service on working toward creating a world where there
are less and less service opportunities.

Really?

Yes.

Paul Harris’s vision for the future of Rotary was that, “Rotary will continue to be charitable, but it can do
more than that; let it remove the cause of that which makes charity necessary.”

We’ve all heard the parable about how if we give a man a fish he will eat for a day, but if we teach him to
fish he will eat for a lifetime. In today’s world of overfished oceans this parable may no longer be precisely
accurate. Therefore, as Rotarians we intend to further expand the reach of this parable and work towards
not merely teaching men to fish, but rather teaching men to breed fish. To solve global hunger, poverty,
and inequality we can’t simply look at immediate needs and give handouts such as food and money for
eternity. That is service, but it’'s not “Service Above Self”.When we serve in charity projects, we tend to
feel good about ourselves and our inner voice tells us, “We are powerful. We are needed.” But, short-
sighted ‘handout-style’ service can often be more of a disservice than a service at all. It leaves people
reliant on us, powerless, and in need. We need to look at long-term solutions that take economic, social,
and environmental issues into consideration and have staying power. We're talking about sustainable
development. We want to create a world that removes barriers, increases democratization, and puts the
freedom and responsibility to survive and thrive in the hands of each individual.

Service is still a cornerstone of Rotary, it’s just not our ultimate goal. Our ultimate goal is to remove the
causes which make charity necessary, most notably inequality.

When a service project is most successful, the people we’ve helped no longer need us, and in turn have
the power to help others. Then, we can move on to the next population in need with no strings attached.
We don’t have the need or feel the need to micromanage those that we’ve helped, and eventually there is
no one left to help. This kind of Fire-and-Forget service is truly Service above Self.

Please follow this link to read the District Governor’s weekly e-newsletter http://rotary3450.soofwood.com
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‘Light Up RotaryytiZiXER’ as the
pre5|dent|al theme for 2014-15

- Daniela Garcia, Rotary International
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RI preS|dent -elect Gary C.K. Huang Chooses ‘Light Up Rotary

Ll G HT U P JEHRERER as the presidential theme for 2014-15.

RI President-elect Gary C.K. Huang chose Light Up Rotary as
ROTA RY his theme for 2014-15. Huang was inspired by the teachings of
Chinese philosopher Confucious who said: “It is better to light

a single candle, than to sit and curse the darkness.”

“There are so many problems in the world, so many people
who need help. Many people say, ‘There’s nothing | can do.’
So they sit there doing nothing. Meanwhile everything stays
dark,” Huang told the 537 district governors and their spouses
and partners who are attending the 2014 International
Assembly in San Diego, California.

“The Rotary way is the Confucius way. The Rotary way is to
light a candle. | light one, you light one, 1.2 million Rotarians
light one. Together, we light up the world,” said Huang, who is
a member of the Rotary Club of Taipei in Taiwan.

After announcing his theme at the opening session of the
five-day training meeting, Huang urged club members to Light
Up Rotary in the coming year by hosting a Rotary Day in their
community and including local Rotaract and Interact members
in their service projects.

“How you Light Up Rotary is up to you,” Huang said. “You
know where you are strong, you know what your community
needs, and you know how you can help.”

Huang also shared his membership development goals, including the need for more women and
young adults and his goal to increase membership to a total of 1.3 million members. He asked
Rotarians to invite their spouses, family members, and friends to join Rotary.

“We need to assume leadership for building strong clubs, and that starts with bringing in new
members,” he said.

Addressing the status of the fight against polio, Huang noted that with the current momentum
Rotary is on track to achieve full polio eradication by 2018.

“When we eradicate polio — and we will — we will have proved ourselves an organization
capable of great things. And we’ll be even better equipped for the next challenge we choose to
take on. We’'ll have given the world a gift that will endure forever,” he said.

By continuing to fight against polio, setting an example in local communities, and growing
membership, Huang hopes to see Rotary shine brighter than ever.

“Light Up Rotary is our theme, but it is more than our theme. It is how we live in Rotary, how we
think in Rotary, how we feel, how we work,” Huang said. “It is how we make a difference — every
day, in every club, every district, and every country where we serve.”
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Our leaders met the new Chief Executive,
Mr Chua Hoi Wai, of the Hong Kong
Council of Social Services (HKCSS)

On 30 October 2013, DG Eugene together with 9 Rotary leaders from the District Strategic
Planning Committee and Poverty Alleviation Committee, and me met the new Chief Executive,
Mr. CHUA Hoi Wai, of the Hong Kong Council of Social Service (HKCSS), their Business Director
(Public Engagement and Partnership), Mr. Cliff Choi and Senior Manager, Caring Company
Scheme, Ms. Wendy Luk at the Regal Hong Kong Hotel.

During the meeting we talked about how Rotary, can help those medium-size charitable
organizations by providing advisory services to them through Rotarians in their respective
professions. We also explored how Rotary Clubs may support social enterprises in Hong Kong
by holding their regular meetings and events at the premises of these enterprises.

Our leaders have taken the opportunity to introduce some of our District projects to Mr. Chua and
his team.

The HKCSS has been our very important strategic partner in the last two years in organizing the
M.O.R.E. projects: our Youth-in-Transition in achieving upward mobility.

We all look forward to our third year of working closely together in helping our new generations.

From left to right:
(Front Row) PDG Peter Wong, IPDG Kenneth Wong, DG Eugene Fong, Mr. CHUA Hoi Wai, DGE
Belinda Yeung and PDG Ada Cheng

(Back Row) Ms. Wendy Luk, Mr. Cliff Choi, PP Andy Wong, PP Brenda Lee, CP Patrick Poon, PP
Henry Tong, PP Albert Poon and Ms. Rainy Ma
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Introduction of Matching Projects
through Rl website

Kevin Lei

Community Service Chair
President Elect

Rotary Club of Macau

The new Rotary Internatlonal website is one of the transformative changes in this Rotary Year. Itis a great tool
for Rotary leaders to explore new projects, to find international project partners, and get directly involved in the
implementation of projects based on our interests.

One of the many new features of the new Rotary website is the much improved search function. Simply by
clicking on “Take Action” — “Develop Project” — “Support a Project”; in less than a second you will see a
category of different rotary projects going on around the world. With the new “Search Feature”, we can set up
specific criteria for finding projects that fit our interests and resources.

Our club realizes the importance of infants and children healthcare, especially for those in underprivileged
countries. Therefore, we refined our search by checking the “Maternal and child health” section. We also
would like to serve at a neighboring country so we can better monitor progress. That is how we found the
project “Supporting Newborn Screening Kit” at Caloocan City, Philippines; a great project which is closed to
what we were looking for. We were able to build up direct dialogue with the host club through email for further
information such as cost to support the project.

We hoped matching new projects through the new Rotary International Website could become a new option for
our club to stay connect with rural areas and the other part of the world. The idea may sound a bit new, but it
is truly a fantastic platform to promote projects of your club and to learn more about other great Rotary projects
worldwide.
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SHERE NEANE

By AG Florence Hui

According to the MAPGAZINE published by our District in 2007, 8 Rotary
Landmarks have been erected within Hong Kong and Macau to promote
Rotary Image in the past 82 years.

| was privileged to pay homage to two of them in Hong Kong with 97/98
Governor Jason Yeung who has initiated the idea of producing the said
publication together with 05/06 Governor Peter Wan. Having listened to the
stories behind, | realised PDG Jason Yeung and his Club, Rotary Club of
Kowloon West had lent a hand in the construction of many of them.

Preserve Planet Earth (PPE) Sculpture at Shatin Central Park is a
.+ masterpiece of famous Hong Kong sculptor, Van Lau (Xi2) . It was built
as a testimony of the Rotarians commitment to preserve our environment.

! Preserve Planet Earth Ecology Program was implemented by 90/91 Rotary
| International President Paulo V.C. Costa, who said “We are the creator’s
masterpiece. It is He who made us guardians of the earth. This planet is
our heritage as well as our legacy. It is our mission to preserve it".

Led by the District Preserve Planet Earth Committee and sponsored by
26 Rotary Clubs, it was officially unveiled on 12 May 1993 by renowned
Cliff L Dochterman, 92/93 Rotary International President as well as author
of the booklet “The ABCs of Rotary”, which has been translated into more
languages than any other Rotary publication.

Rotary Courtesy Sculpture at Park Lane of Nathan Road in Tsim Sha Tsui
was a collaboration of Rotary Club of Kowloon West and Radio Television
Hong Kong (RTHK).

To support the public campaign to promote courtesy as local custom (1257
iEE)) in the 80’s, Past Governor Jason Yeung who was Club’s Service Chair
My in 1988, carried out the collective decision of the board of RC Kowloon

(3¢ West to collaborate with Radio Televison Hong Kong.

With the persistence of Past Governor Jason Yeung and the connections
of Rotary, he has liaised with all kinds of government departments that
one could name of: Lands Department, Highways Department, Urban
Council, Fire Services, Hong Kong Police Force and Mass Transit Railway
Corporation by then.

At first, it was suggested to erect the statue at the end of the road.
However, Rotary Club of Kowloon West applied for the current location,
opposite to the entrance of Kowloon Park. The official government rental
was HKD$1.00 annually.

'® Finally, the statute foundation was installed by Rotarian Kwok Man Tai and
M unveiled on 18 Aug 1989 by Sir Rogerio Hyndman Lobo, Head of Hong

: Kong Broadcasting Authority, Cheung Man-yee, Director of Broadcasting
and Head of RTHK and 88/89 President Lee Yeung Chuen of Rotary Club
of Kowloon West.

* * *

“Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase perfection we can catch
excellence.”

Said Vince Lombardi the famous American football coach. If Rotary tells
people too many HOW in the past, our Landmarks of Excellence certainly
tell us WHY.
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Rotary and Rotaract Club of Macau
Interview on Macau TDM TV Talk Show

On Jan 30, 2014 , RC Macau President KC Wong, Service Chair

PE Kevin Lei and Rotaract Club Macau President Judite Lam gave
interviews on Macau TDM Portuguese Channel’s Weekly English
Talk Show to promote ‘ How Engaging Rotary will Change Lives

‘. The 30-mins program aimed at reaching the growing English
-speaking community in Macao with informative messages on Rotary
membership, fellowship, the two clubs’ local and international
services projects , focus on Youth and the commitment of * Service
Above Self ‘.

To view the TV interview program, please click on the link below:-
http://portugues.tdm.com.mo/ppgm.php?pid=2&vid=992

Michael Chiu
IPP/RCHKS

My path as a Rotarian

'T ma—— Rotary, sounds unfamiliar. But to many, it is a rich men’s club for fellowship and
| wine.

When | was invited to attend a Rotary lunch meeting 4 years ago at the Hong Kong
~ Golf Club, my friend, a senior Rotarian and church-mate, enquired about my wishes
@ to be a Rotarian and join the English speaking Rotary Club of Hong Kong South.

“What can | do for the community?” | asked. 2 months later, | was inducted.
Chances came when | was appointed as the Director of Community Service in
2009 and 2010.

To help the under-privileged, book coupons, sport shoes and school bags were
' provided to children of lower income families as an encouragement for their studies
and without labeling.

Even serving the community, it was not without setback. Efforts to set up a self-
financed autism centre for kids, and to provide training to their maids and teachers
as well as counseling and treatment service was aborted for lack of resources.
Thousands are still suffering nowadays. Like-minded are welcome to reinvent the
wheel.

- | took up the Presidency of the Rotary Club of Hong Kong South in 2012 and had
promoted a “We Participate” concept in which not only Rotarians, their families and
friends have participated in the Club’s service projects like visit to the elderly home
and street sleepers.

Reaching-out means a lot to Rotarians as we can see and feel the needs of the
needy which we cannot imagine in our air-conditioned office. Have you ever talk to
a street sleeper and think about a “Why’ behind their stories ?

To run a Rotary Club is in fact a challenge as all are volunteers and holding senior
positions in different business organisations. Motivation and engagement are
critical success factors. A team comprises of non-like-minded members will bring
yOUu a sure success in your business.

Rotarian, no matter wealthy or not, serves the community above self.
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My fellow Rotarians,

My heart is bleeding as | write this message to inform you that this month our District has gone through the
saddest moments of losing the President of Rotaract Club of Shouson Hill, Christoph Woehler, on 3" January;
and the President of Rotary Club of Kowloon Golden Mile, Edwin Poon, on 10" January. Christoph died at the
young age of 20 due to pulmonary embolism while Edwin died of acute myocardial infarction, both completely
unexpected.

And on 7" January, we have also lost Sir Run Run Shaw who served as the President of Rotary Club of Kowloon
in RY1966-67, and was monumental to the Club in its early days.

Our thoughts are with the families of the deceased, members of Kowloon, Kowloon Golden Mile and Shouson Hill.
We share your grief in this time of bereavement with deepest sympathy and condolence.

Yours ever in Rotary,
Eugene Fong
District Governor

Top 5 Club Attendance Forthcoming Events
DEC 2013 FEB 2014

Area Club Average Attendance

Peninsula South tage 1 5 1 9 22_23

Kowloon East 85% District Rotary District

85% Team Centenary | Conference
L . Training Challenge | & Rotary Day
Victoria 80% Seminar Il |Cup
Ulaanbaatar 79%

Nomt

Rotary International District 3450 provides support to humanitarian services of 72 Clubs (Hong Kong: 53; Macau: 6 and Mongolia: 13). More
information may be found from the District Website: www.rotary3450.org. This bulletin is not for sale. It is published by the District Management
Committee under the supervision of the District Governor. If you have any enquiry, comment, proposal, suggestion or contribution, please contact our
Managing Editor, PP C K Lau (Rotary Club of Hong Kong Northwest, Tel: (852) 94525351 / Email: ckl@fong-on.com.hk) at the first instance.

Disclaimer: Articles not written by the editorial board only reflect the position and opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of the DG, District
nor editorial board.



