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Dear Fellow Rotarians,
June 2018, the last month of RY2017-18, was a special month commencing with the District Conference
(2-3 June 2018) and ending with the RI Convention in Toronto (23-27 June 2018). Both are important
events where Rotarians review what has been done in the past year and what to look forward to in the
coming year, one at the district level, and the other at the global level.
Our District Conference took place on 2-3 Jun 2018 at the Regal Airport Hotel, with more than 500
attendees, a high number compared with previous conferences. In the plenary sessions we are most
pleased to have our keynote speakers, Acting Financial Secretary the Hon Edward Yau on the first day
of the conference, and the Chief Executive Officer of the Hong Kong Science and Technology Park
Company Limited Albert Wong on the second day of the conference, to share with the audience the trend
and prospect of the innovation and technology industry sector in Hong Kong and the Big Bay Area. The
attractiveness of their speeches was echoed by the overwhelming response to the breakout session on
‘Digital Transformation- Block Chain and its benefits to Rotary’.
The other breakout sessions in the conference on Rotary topics including public image building and crisis
management on club matters were also well attended. For the first time our spouse programme had a
seminar on “How to equip youngsters with life skills to meet the challenges of the world today”, through
which spouses of Rotarians and Rotaractors had the opportunity of listening to the analysis by Dr.
Raymond Au, an expert on youth matters, of the current issues faced by youngsters, and sharing among
themselves their personal views and experiences as parents and the younger generation in families.
“Star War” was chosen as the theme of the Governor’s Banquet held in the evening of 2 June 2018, to
remind Rotarians that we should be always on the alert to fighting against the evils of diseases, shortage
of clean water, illiteracy, poverty, infant mortality and war (disharmony), which are the six areas of focus
of Rotary service. Responses from participants to the contents of the district conference have been
overwhelming and positive. We are pleased to note that this is explicitly reflected by the appraisal given
by RIP’s Representative Past RI Director Gordon McInally, who kindly rated our district conference as the
best he has ever attended.
RIPR/PRID Gordon besides officiating at our district conference, also took the opportunity during his
stay in Hong Kong to see various service projects and developments in Hong Kong and Macao. He and
wife Heather arrived in Hong Kong on 30 May. They joined the Final of the secondary school debate
competition held in the evening of 30 May. On 31 May they visited the Fung Yuen Butterfly reserve
in Taipo to see the results of our tree planting project there. On 1 June they visited the Prince Philip
Dental School of the University of Hong Kong, where PRID Gordon, himself a dental surgeon, had the
opportunity of meeting his counterparts in the best dental school in the world.
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After the completion of the District Conference in the afternoon of 3 June, they visited Macau
meeting with Rotarians and Rotaractors there and also seeing Rotary services in the Macau
community. They were particularly impressed by the fact that quite a number of Rotary Club
Presidents and Rotarians in Macau were formerly Rotaractors, a most welcome phenomenon
which RI would like to develop into a global trend.
Excitement never stops for hard working Rotarians. Soon after the district conference was
concluded, many of us had to plan for our trip to Toronto, where the annual RI Convention
took place this year. As head of the district delegation, I am pleased to note that our district
delegation was probably one of the largest delegations outside America. We had more than
90 paid registrations, and 70 people actually turned up in the dinner hosted by me on 25 Jun,
the third day of the Convention which ran from 23 to 27 June 2018. Attendees of the Toronto
Convention were highly impressed by the speeches of Dignitaries including the Prime Minister
of Canada, the Prime Minister of Haiti, the former Prime Minister of New Zealand, Princess
Annie of the United Kingdom, and the former First Lady Laura Bush of USA, besides top Rotary
Leaders like RIP Ian Riseley, RIPE Barry Rassin, Trustee Chair Paul Netzel and Secretary
General John Hewko and leaders and scholars from Rotary and other NGOs.
We are particularly grateful to PRID Gordon, Chair of the Toronto Convention, who joined our
delegation’s dinner in Toronto held on 25 June 2018 amidst his heavy schedule, together with
his wife Heather. We all look forward to the next RI Convention scheduled to be held in early
June of 2019 in Hamburg, Germany.
Many clubs have started the installation of their Boards since mid-June 2018. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all club presidents, my team of district officers, and all Rotarians
in District 3450, for the support they have given me during the entire RY2017-18. Without their
staunch support and cooperation, we would not have had such a colorful and enjoyable rotary
year. I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome incoming DG YC and his team of club
presidents and district officers. I am sure that they will be the “Inspiration” leading our District to
scale new heights in the new RY2018-19.
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HW Fung
2017-18 District Governor
Rotary International District 3450
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District Conference (DC) for District 3450
2-3 June 2018, by DS Natalie Kwok

We had distinguished speakers including the Acting Financial Secretary Mr. Edward Yau,
GBS, JP who spoke to us about ‘the belt and road’ and how it would impact on the trade and
economic development in the region and globally, thus contributing to the sustainable growth of
our world economy.
RIP Representative Past RI Director Gordon McInally gave us the international perspective of
Rotary and his story of being asked by the US Immigration of ‘what does Rotary make’ was
most inspiring - we make a difference! How do we make sure that we walk the talk?
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Day 1 afternoon was also highlighted with many fantastic breakout sessions. A few of them got
full house. And, the evening was wrapped up with the fun and memorable Star Wars banquet
where all the performance talents of our esteemed DG, DOs and Presidents went to show.
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District Conference (DC) for District 3450 was held on 2-3 June 2018 at the Regal Airport Hotel.
I am grateful to IPDG HW for giving me and my Committees the opportunity to organise such
an important event for our district. It was an extraordinary experience. We had a few record
breaking achievements - especially in regard to registration and club participation in the House
of Friendship.
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2-3 June 2018, by DS Natalie Kwok

In the morning of Day 2, our guest speaker Mr. Albert Wong, Chief Executive Officer of the Hong
Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation shared with us his views on the significance of
technology, innovation and entrepreneurship to the future of Hong Kong. Mr. Wong enlightened
us with his experiences in operating the Science Park as the ‘technology incubators’ for Hong
Kong. In the afternoon there was a full session on New Generations - echoing our emphasis on
youth and sustainability.
The spouse programme was also fantastic. We had the privilege to hear on the first day Dr.
Raymond Au, Associate Professor of the China Graduate School of Theology with his views on
equipping our youth with the necessary skills to conquer the world and live up to the challenges,
followed by a porcelain painting workshop on the second day. Mrs. Kitty Ku taught the spouses
some amazing painting skills unleashing the artistic skills of the participating spouses.
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District Conference (DC) for District 3450
2-3 June 2018, by DS Natalie Kwok
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RI Convention in Toronto

23-27 June 2018, by DG HW Fung

The RI Convention for RY 2017-18 was held in Toronto during 23-27 June 2018. A Delegation of
more than 70 delegates from D3450 led by DG HW joined the Convention. On district basis, our
delegation was probably one of the largest from rotary districts outside North America.
D3450 had three booths in the Toronto Convention, namely, the booth of THE ONE, the booth of
a Global Grant Project hosted by RC Khuree, and the booth of the 2020 Interota. The last booth
was specifically for promoting the international conference of Rotaractors which will be hosted
by Rotarctors of D3450 in the year 2020.
The Convention programme was exciting and fabulous, with great speeches delivered from
many outstanding speakers including the Prime Minister of Canada, Prime Minister of Haiti,
former Prime Minister of New Zealand, former first Lady of the United States (Laura Bush),
Princess Annie, senior Rotary Leaders including RIP Ian Riseley, RIPE Barry Rassin, Trustee
Chair Paul Netzel and Secretary General John Hewko, and also leaders from many other NGO
organisations and corporates, enabling the audience to be updated on the latest developments
in many interesting and critical issues at the global level.
Our delegation was much honored by the presence of the Toronto Convention Chair, Past RI
Director Gordon McInally and his wife Heather, in our dinner gathering hosted by DG HW on
25 June 2018. It was a nice re-union as PRID Gordon was RIP’s Representative in our district
conference held in early June 2018. More than 70 Rotarians and guests attended the dinner
gathering.
The great experience from attending the Toronto Convention is not only memorable, but also a
catalyst arousing further interest in future RI Conventions among Rotarians. We look forward to
the next Convention scheduled to take place in Hamburg in early June 2019.
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RI Convention in Toronto

23-27 June 2018, by DG HW Fung
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Area

Club

Average	
  A,endance	
  Percentage

7
5
5
5
2
4
4
5
5
6

Peninsula South
HK Northwest
Mid-level
The Peak
Discovery Bay
Lan Kwai Fong
SoHo HK
City Northwest HK
HK Island West
Kwai Chung

87.20%
86.00%
74.00%
71.00%
70.00%
63.00%
62.00%
62.00%
61.00%
55.00%
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Top 10 Highest Average Attendance Percentage by Club in May 2018
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